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EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND:

Ph.D., University of Pennsylvania, Department of History, 2001.

M.A., University of Pennsylvania, Department of History, 1996.

M.A., University of Florida, Department of History, 1995.

B.A., Emory University, Departments of English and History, 1992.

ACADEMIC POSITIONS:

Associate Professor, Carnegie Mellon University, Department of History: (Fall 2007 to present).
Assistant Professor, Carnegie Mellon University, Department of History: (Fall 2001 to Spring 2007).  
Visiting Instructor, Oberlin College, Departments of History and African-American Studies: (September 2000 – May 2001).  Taught a course in non-traditional historical methodologies, focusing on oral traditions, oral histories, historical linguistics, and eyewitness accounts by traders, missionaries, and colonial officers.

Teaching Assistant, University of Pennsylvania, Department of History: (September 1996 – May 1997).  Led recitation in African history survey courses covering the pre-colonial, colonial, and independence periods.

PUBLICATIONS:

Deep Roots: Rice Farmers in West Africa and the African Diaspora (Bloomington: Indiana University, 2008). 
 “Untangling the Many Roots of West African Mangrove Rice Farming: The Evolution of Coastal Rice-Growing Technology in the Rio Nunez Region, Earliest Times to c. 1800,” Journal of African History, 49, 1, March 2008, 1-21. (Refereed)
 “Before ‘Baga’: Settlement Chronologies of Nalu, MbuluNuc, Mboteni, and Sitem Speech Communities in the Coastal Rio Nunez Region, Earliest Times to 1500 CE” in International Journal of African Historical Studies, 37, 2, 2004, 229-253. (Refereed)
“Rice Farmers in Coastal Guinea, Their Local Technology and Its Global Implications,” Black Scholar, 30, 3-4, Fall-Winter 2000, 23-24.

 “Identity, Rice, and Oral Traditions: Reflections from Fieldwork among the Nalu, Baga Fore, and Baga Pukur,” Mande Studies Journal, 1, 1999, 87-107.
“Book Review” on Black Rice: The African Origins of Rice Cultivation in the Americas by Judith A. Carney in International Journal of African Historical Studies, 34, 1, 2001, 162-163.

FELLOWSHIPS AND GRANTS:

Berkman Faculty Development Grant: (Spring 2005, 2002).  Awarded by Carnegie Mellon University, Office of the Dean of Humanities and Social Sciences.
Faulk Fund: (Spring 2005). Awarded by Carnegie Mellon University, Office of the Dean of Humanities and Social Sciences.
Woodrow Wilson Career Enhancement Fellowship: (Fall 2004 – Spring 2005). Awarded by the Woodrow Wilson National Fellowship Foundation.

Ford Foundation Postdoctoral Fellowship: (Fall 2003 – Spring 2004).  Awarded by the National Research Council of the National Academies.

Dissertation Fellowship: (August 2000 – June 2001). Awarded by Consortium for Faculty Diversity in Liberal Arts College and Oberlin College, Departments of History and African American Studies.

Ford Foundation Dissertation Fellowship: (August 2000 – July 2001).  Awarded by the National Research Council. (Declined)

Mellon Dissertation Fellowship: (July 1999 - April 2000).  Awarded by the University of Pennsylvania, Dean of Graduate Studies, for dissertation writing.

Travel Grant: (June – August 1999). Awarded by the Bremer Stiftung fuer Geschichte to complete dissertation research in Paris and Aix en Provence, France.

Annenberg Fellowship: (January 1999 - May 1999).  Awarded by the University of Pennsylvania, Department of History to complete dissertation research.

Fulbright-Hays Fellowship: (December 1997 - December 1998).  Conducted archival research and fieldwork in the Republic of Guinea-Conakry, West Africa for doctoral dissertation.

HONORS AND AWARDS:

University of Pennsylvania, Center for African Studies: Winner of the Kwame Nkrumah Prize for the Best Dissertation in African Studies from 2001-2005.

CONFERENCE PANELS AND PAPERS:

Conference Paper and Roundtable Chair/Organizer: (January 2010). “African Rice Before the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade: The Diversity of the West African Rice Coast,” paper to be presented at the “New Histories of Rice” roundtable, American Historical Association Conference in San Diego, CA.
Conference Paper and Panel Chair: (June 2005).  “Strangers in an Unfamiliar Land: Susu-speakers and the Flowering of Coastal Rice-Growing Technology, c. 1100 to 1500 CE,” paper presented at the Mande African Studies Association International Conference in Conakry, Guinea.
Conference Paper: (November 2004). “From White to Red to Rice All Over: Climate Change and Human Agency in the Development of the Mangrove Rice Knowledge System, the Rio Nunez Region of Coastal Guinea, c. 1000-1780,” paper presented at the African Studies Association Conference in New Orleans, LA.

Discussant: (October 2004). “Across Disciplines, Across Countries: Recent Applications in African History, Anthropology and Archaeology Methodologies,” University of Minnesota, African American and African Studies Department.

Paper: (April 2004). “Highlands-speakers and the Seeds of the Mangrove Rice Knowledge System, c. 1000 CE,” Carnegie Mellon University, Department of History, Faculty Research Seminar.

Lecture: (February 2004).  “Highlands-speakers and the Seeds of the Mangrove Rice Knowledge System, c. 1000 CE,” University of Pittsburgh, Department of History, Atlantic World lecture series.

Conference Paper and Panel Organizer: (January 2004). “Before Rice: Hunters, Fishers, and Farmers in the Coastal Rio Nunez Region before 1500” on the “Breaking Down the Barriers: African History and the Atlantic World” panel at the American Historical Association Conference, Washington, DC.
Conference Paper: (November 2003).  “Before Baga, Before Rice?: Hunters, Fishers, and Gatherers in the Rio Nunez Region Before the Arrival of the Portuguese,” paper presented at the African Studies Association Conference in Boston, MA.

Conference Paper and Panel Chair: (June 2002). “Innovation, Retention and Borrowing in Rice Terminology and Technology among Coastal Farmers in the Rio Nunez Region c. 1 to 1500 CE,” paper presented on the “Historical Perspectives on the Mande and Their Neighbors,” panel at the Fifth International Conference on Mande Studies in Leiden, the Netherlands.

Conference Paper: (November 2003).  “Before Baga, Before Rice?: Hunters, Fishers, and Gatherers in the Rio Nunez Region Before the Arrival of the Portuguese,” paper presented at the African Studies Association conference in Boston, MA.

Conference Paper and Panel Chair: (June 2002). “Innovation, Retention and Borrowing in Rice Terminology and Technology among Coastal Farmers in the Rio Nunez Region c. 1 to 1500 CE,” paper presented on the “Historical Perspectives on the Mande and Their Neighbors,” panel at the Fifth International Conference on Mande Studies in Leiden, the Netherlands.
Conference Paper and Panel Chair: (November 2000). “Farmers in Coastal Guinea: Their Experimentation, Specialization, and Borrowing of Agricultural Technology in the Early Pre-Colonial Period,” paper presented on the “Interdisciplinary Approaches to Early African History” panel at the African Studies Association Conference in Nashville, TN.

Conference Paper: (April 2000). “Rice Farmers in Coastal Guinea, Their Local Technology and Its Global Implications,” paper presented at “Transcending Traditions: African, African American and African Diaspora Studies in the 21st Century” conference sponsored by the African Studies Center at the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia, PA.

Conference Paper: (April 2000). “Farmers in Coastal Guinea: Their Experimentation, Specialization, and Borrowing of Agricultural Technology in the Early Pre-Colonial Period,” paper presented at UCLA Graduate Student Conference in African Studies in Los Angeles, CA.

Conference Paper: (November 1999). “Historical Linguistic Evidence, An Ignored ‘Authentic’ African Voice?: The Dis-Entangling of the Migration Myths among Baga-, Nalu-, and Landuma-Speakers in Guinea’s Rio Nunez Region,” paper presented at the African Studies Association Conference in Philadelphia, PA.

Conference Paper: (June 1998). “Reflections from Fieldwork Among the Baga Sitemu, Baga Pukur, Baga Fore, Nalu, and Landuma of Coastal Guinea,” paper presented at the Mande African Studies Association International Conference in Banjul, Gambia.

INVITED ACADEMIC LECTURES AND PRESENTATIONS:

Book Talk and Faculty Seminar: (September 2009).  Avery Research Center for African American History and Culture and Program in the Carolina Lowcountry and Atlantic World, College of Charleston.
Book Symposium: (September 2009).  Carnegie Mellon University, Department of History.
Invited Lecture: (January 2009). “Revisiting the Connections between the West African Rice Coast and South Carolina and Georgia Rice Plantations,” for the African/Diaspora Forum, New York University, Department of History, African Diaspora Program.
Presentation: (October 2007, 2006).  “Alumni Panel,” to be presented at the Annual Fall Retreat for Career Enhancement Fellows sponsored by the Woodrow Wilson Foundation, Princeton, NJ.

Distinguished Speaker: (April 2006). “Africanisms, African Survivals, and Retentions: A View from Pre-colonial African History,” presented at the “Prime Movers of the Atlantic World: Portugal and Africa” Conference at the State University of New York at Buffalo.
PUBLIC LECTURES:

Lecture: (March 2009).  Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh-Homewood Branch, 7101 Hamilton Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15208 sponsored by the Pittsburgh Chapter of the Afro-American Historical & Genealogical Society.
Lecture: (February 2009).  Colleton County Memorial Library, Walterboro, SC 29488.
Panel Discussion: (January 2007). “Enslavement, Counter-Fetishism, and Historical Memory,” presented at Conversations with Nick Cave sponsored by the Mattress Factory, Pittsburgh, PA.
Lecture: (August 2006). “Western African Societies and the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade,” presented at the Martin Delaney and the Underground Railroad Conference sponsored by the Senator John Heinz Pittsburgh Regional History Center, Pittsburgh, PA.
Keynote Speaker: (July 2006). “Women in Emerging West African Democracies,” presented at the Liberian Independence Day Celebration sponsored by the Liberian Association, Pittsburgh, PA.

Lecture: (April 2005). “The Origins of Gullah and Geechee Culture: West African Rice Farmers, Rice Eaters, and the Middle Passage Transformation,” lecture presented at “Lasting Vestiges of West African Culture and Their Defining Influences on the Culture of the Lowcountry,” Camp St. Christopher, Seabrook Island, SC, funded by the South Carolina International Education Consortium.
Lecture: (November 2003). “Rice Farmers in Coastal Guinea: Their Local Knowledge and Its Global Implications” for “Lasting Vestiges of West African Culture and Their Defining Influences on the Culture of the Lowcountry,” an academic project funded by the National Endowment for the Humanities for the Division of Humanities and Social Sciences at Trident Technical College, Charleston, SC.

Lecture: (August 2001). “Rice Farmers in Pre-Colonial West Africa: Their Local Knowledge and its Global Implications”, The Marcus Garvey Lecture of the African American Archives and the NAACP Millennium Series at the Western Reserve Historical Society, Cleveland, Ohio.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE:

Co-Facilitator: (Fall 2007 to present).  African Studies Research Consortium of scholars conducting research related to Africa in southwestern Pennsylvania, West Virginia, and New Jersey.
Co-Chair: (Fall 2002 to Fall 2004). Program Committee for the 2004 annual conference of the Association for the Study of Afro-American Life and History held in Pittsburgh, PA.

UNIVERSITY AND COMMUNITY SERVICE:

Faculty Advisor: (Fall 2007-present). African and African American Studies minor, an inter-departmental and inter-college minor housed in Carnegie Mellon University’s College of Humanities and Social Sciences.
Participating Scholar: (Spring 2008-present). Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation, Innovation, Entrepreneurship, and Economic Development Minor at Carnegie Mellon.
Member: (Spring 2005-present). Graduate Small Project Help (GuSH) Committee.
Participating Scholar: (Spring 2005-present). Henry Luce Foundation Project: 

The Greening of Early Undergraduate Education at Carnegie Mellon.

Member. (Fall 2004-present). Carnegie Mellon University, Department of History, Undergraduate Committee.

Member: (Fall 2003-present). Carnegie Mellon University, campus-wide Fulbright Committee.

Member: (Fall 2002-Spring 2003).  Carnegie Mellon University, Department of History, Faculty and Staff Committee.

Speaker: (March 2002). “Teachers as Scholars,” enrichment workshop for local secondary school teachers, Carnegie Mellon University.

Speaker: (December 2001 and February 2002).  “Enrichment Friday Workshops” for several classes of first through fourth grade students at the Urban League’s Charter School.

COURSES TAUGHT:

·  “African Entrepreneurs, Entrepreneurship in Africa” 

· “Freshmen Seminar: ‘Slavery’ and ‘Freedom’ in African History?” 
·  “From the Local to the Global: Africa in the World 1100-1800” 
·  “Historical Memory and Historical Sources” 
·   “Introduction to African History: Earliest Times to the Origins of the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade” 
·  “Introduction to African History: The Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade to the Neo-Colonial Period” 
· “The Making in the African Diaspora in the New World” 

· “States and Non-States in West African History 1100-1880” 
PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS:

African Studies Association

Mande African Studies Association

American Historical Association

Association for the Study of Afro-American Life and History

Association of Black Women Historians
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